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Minutes
SBKA Committee meeting 5 Februaury 2025

All Saints Halls
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP

Actions
Present: Sarah Romanowski, Chair
Dorothy Birks
Jeff Dale
Chris Dalton
Robert Jemilianowicz
Elinor Turner

Apologies: None
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a correct record.

Matters arising
e Headquarters for SBKA
CD had approached the Union Street Co operative, but
they were unable to offer the Association anything.

Trustees and office Holders
e Savitri Boon has resigned as a Trustee with effect from
30 January 2025. DVB will draft an acknowledgment and
circulate it to Trustees for comment. DVB
e Nikki Campbell will continue as Examinations lead.
e |t was agreed that finding a replacement for SR as
Membership Secretary needed more consideration. All
e Trustees can appoint a Trustee, who would have to
resign at the next AGM and stand for election. SR will
approach 3 members whose names were suggested in
the discussion. SR
e RJ had emailed Trustees 2 February 25 with links to 2
on-line sources of training for Trustees. He was thanked.

Rivelin Apiary

e Trustees noted the resignation of Savitri Boon as apiary
manager with immediate effect.

e Trustees noted the resignation of Savitri Boon as project
lead for the redevelopment of Rivelin apiary.

e Discussion identified the welfare of the bees as
immediate priority. ET will contact SB to collect the keys,
and check the supplies of fondant at the apiary. DVB will
collect a box of fondant from SBKA shop if necessary.



ET and DVB will visit the apiary 12 February 25 to check ET, DVB
the bees have enough food.
e There being no obvious candidate as replacement
apiary manager, it was agreed that SR would
i.  Ask Bron White if she would continue to provide SR
advice and guidance;
i. Ask Bec Kay and Mark Bleay what they would be
prepared to continue doing;
iii. Follow up Tom Twelvetree’s offer of help;
iv.  Check ER2 database to identify members who
live close to Rivelin apiary and could be asked if
they were willing to volunteer in the apiary looking
after the bees.

e Completion of the redevelopment will have to wait until
the care of the bees is in place.

e |t was agreed that SB should be paid for any purchases
made for Rivelin apiary. ET to discuss with SB. ET

e The sponsorship arrangement at Rivelin will cease. The
individual has a satisfactory alternative.

Apiary at JG Graves WDC

e The Trustees approved the apiary manager’s intention of
replacing hive stands no longer fit for purpose.

e The Trustees approved his wish to improve the ground
surface in the apiary and suggested using weed
supressing membrane and a low border to retain any
woodchip.

Honey extraction premises
e Union Street Co operative is unavailable.
e PK has been approached about renting his honey
extraction room; he is considering the request.

Education and training of members
SR spoke to her paper emailed to Trustees 4 February 25.

e Beginners’ course 2025
There are 13 people booked on the course to date. RJ
It was agreed to contract with Eventbrite as an additional
platform for booking a place on the course, for 20
places. Eventbrite charge a levy on each ‘ticket’ sold.

i. Itwas agreed to evaluate the new location for
both teachers and students, including ease of SR
travel.

i.  The practical sessions will be held at JG Graves
WDC Apiary. SR



iii. Demonstration of honey extraction to be
determined.
On-line learning opportunities provided by BBKA:
BBKA Member Courses are available on:
Comb change
Hygiene and Inspection
Swarm collection
Sustainable beekeeping
Undertaking a disease inspection
It was agreed to publicise these in the Newsletter.
Queen rearing course will be held by Mark Bleay and
Bec Kay, probably at their home apiary.
Basic Assessment: it was agreed that SBKA would
encourage more members to undertake this by
I.  Advertising it in the newsletter and to the students
on the Beginners’ course
[I.  Subsidising the fee by £20 per application.
[ll.  BBKA have made a film of a mock Basic
Assessment which will be available to members.
IV. Consider how to provide a local training session
for members preparing for their Basic
Assessment
General Husbandry: BBKA have ‘The Course in a
Case’, and courses in Beginners Beekeeping and
Intermediate Beekeeping available in BBKA Learning
Online, for Association officers to use in Associations.
SBKA needs to give thought to if and how we can use
this resource.
Correspondence courses: BBKA has had these
rewritten by a group of Master Beekeepers. It was
agreed to continue to offer free access to groups of 4 or
more. The fee has been £75 per course in the past.
Module teaching online: Bec Kay is currently
presenting the teaching sessions online for Module 5.
Microscopy: decided neither a Taster Day nor a Course
were feasible in 2025.

9. SBKA Shop

JD is planning to move stock to the cabin at JG Graves
WDC.

Mark Bleay and Bec Kay will provide over wintered nucs
for sale through the shop at the same price as 2024.

JD will add the charge for using the gas torch to the
shop list of ‘goods’.

JD will ask RL for the name of the member who
volunteered to help.

Post-meeting note: JD has the name and will contact
him.
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Monthly meetings

12 February 25 - Graham Appleby on Bees, Wasps and Ants.
12 March 25 - Kevin Thorne on Swarm control

9 April 25 - Suzy and Luke Hutchinson on Sparkling mead: a
Zoom event with tasting.

A decision about continuing with an open event at Rivelin
apiary in June will be made in February or March.

Sale of Members’ Honey through café at JG Graves WDC
lan Smith is keen to continue to supply honey to the café now
that SBKA honey is all sold.

His proposal that he starts with his own, followed by other
members’ honey was agreed.

He wants to handle only one source at a time.

Honey Show 2025

SR reported that Julie ? of the Sheffield Show is keen to have

SBKA at the Show on Monday 25 August 2025 at Norfolk Park.

The fee for a plot 6x3m is £85. We have to provide our own

gazebo. ET

Any other business

e CD shared his intention of starting to rear queens at
SBKA apiary at JG Graves WDC. It was agreed that
SBKA would fund the kit.
JD will order 3 hives

e RJ suggested we advertise opportunities to observe
manipulations and treatments in Association apiaries.
It was agreed DVB will contact PD as Webmaster to
request reinstatement of booking ‘Hands On’ session at
JG Graves WDC apiary.

Date of Next meeting
Wednesday 6 March 2025 at 7.30 at All Saints Halls,
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP



