Minutes
SBKA Committee meeting 15 January 2025

All Saints Halls
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP

ltem

1. Present Sarah Romanowski, Chair
Dorothy Birks
Jeff Dale
Chris Dalton
Robert Jemilianowicz
Elinor Turner

Apologies Savitri Boon
2. Minutes of the last meeting were approved as a correct record.
3. Matters arising There were none not already on the agenda.

4. AGM 2024
The draft minutes of the adjourned AGM held 11 December
2024 were agreed by trustees for adding to the website. DVB
will send them to PD as webmaster.
Karen Hyde was thanked for her work recording the meeting
and producing the draft minutes.

5. Election of Office Holders
Chair — Sarah Romanowski
Treasurer — Robert Jemilianowicz
Secretary — Dorothy Birks
Procurement Officer — Jeff Dale
Events Secretary — Elinor Turner
Membership Secretary — Sarah Romanowski. A replacement
for SR in this role is required.
Education Secretary — Sarah Romanowski, possibly with
support from Heather Shingleton.
Novice Trustee — Chris Dalton
Examination lead — SR will check if Nicki Campbell is prepared
to continue.
Yellow legged Hornet Coordinator — Dillon Butters
Webmaster — Paul Durkin
Librarian — Karen Hyde
Project Lead for SBKA apiary in Rivelin valley — Savitri Boon

Actions

DVB



Use of SBKA funds
Trustees agreed at the September 2024 meeting that a
discussion about the use of Association funds was needed and
that it should be scheduled for the meeting in February 2025.
DVB produced a discussion paper which was circulated 13
January 2025.
Funds held
SBKA had £52,000 in the bank 31 August 2024; £50,000 in the
savings account earned about £800 in the year.
SBKA has allocated money to 2 contingency funds:

e £10,000 for EFB, and

e £9,800 for Yelllow Legged Hornet.

Discussion covered:-

¢ Headquarters building for SBKA
This has been a stated intention for the Association for
at least 7 years. The current Trustees are agreed that
SBKA should not own a building.
However, it was agreed to explore the possibility of
finding space in a shared building to rent for meetings,
teaching sessions, storage for library books and loan
equipment etc.
The Union Street Cooperative in central Sheffield was
identified as one possible location. DVB and CD will
investigate further.

e SBKA Shop
This has been a priority over the past 2 years. SBKA has
purchased a nearly new container for storage of shop
stock which is parked at Valleyside Garden Centre, Bell
Hagg, Manchester Road, S10 5SPW. The owner does not
charge the Association rent for this.
Additional storage space is rented from Sheffield City
Council (SCC): half a container located at JG Graves
WDC, Abbey Lane, S7 2QZ. The rent is £490pa.
JD made the point that the shop is self-funding.
Trustees agreed that the shop remains a priority.

o SBKA Apiaries: there are 2.
One is at the JG Graves WDC which is owned and
managed by SCC.
A new manager has been appointed in the last year with
a remit to increase revenue. SCC now charge SBKA
£490pa rent for half a container on site which is used as
the bee shed for the apiary.
Trustees agreed that investment in this apiary is
appropriate, although SCC has to agree to any
structural work.

The second apiary is on an allotment off Tinker Lane in
the Rivelin Valley. The allotments are privately owned

DVB, CD



with a ground rent of £20pa which has been paid to April
2028.

Trustees agreed to invest in creating a teaching apiary
here in 2024. A major development project is underway.
The association has spent £15,000 on materials and
contractors.

Trustees confirmed that the development of Rivelin
apiary remains a priority.

e Honey Extraction from SBKA Apiaries
In recent years, apiary managers have extracted honey
from Association colonies in their own domestic
kitchens.
This is neither fair nor sustainable.
Two possible locations were identified:

a) The Union Street Cooperative has a catering
kitchen.

b) Trustees were reminded that a member, Phil
Khorassandjian, had created a honey extraction
room.

It was agreed that both would be explored further. DVB, CD

e SBKA support for member education
SR introduced her ideas for support for members taking
assessments, BBKA modules, and BBKA on-line
training.
In addition, she suggested offering 2 sponsorships at
Rivelin apiary to help grow the beekeeping team there.
Discussion identified a preference for offering repayment
of fees after a member has attended the apiary to help,
signed up for a module, and passed the exam.
SR will write a paper on this for discussion at a future SR
meeting.

7. SBKA Shop

e Two jars of Rivelin honey were delivered to Richard
Jackson, owner of Valleyside Garden Centre, by Roger
Lyons together with a Christmas card with the wording
“SBKA would like to thank you for your generosity in
housing our container. Please accept these 2 jars of
honey from SBKA apiary in the Rivelin valley as a token
of our gratitude.”

e Volunteer team now includes JD, Roger Lyons, Graham
Appleby and Chris Dalton. Another member volunteered
at the AGM and he will be contacted by the team. JD

e Additional storage: JD is of the view that existing storage
will suffice with a combination of reducing the range of
stock held, and fully using the half cabin at JG Graves
WDC.



10.

11.

12.

13.

Yellow Legged Asian Hornet Working Party

BBKA Conference February 2025 — DB has a preference
for attending on-line.

DB has convened the next meeting of the Working
Group on 16 February 2025.

Beginners’ Course 2025
Only 10 students have signed up so far.

Library
Hallam Golf Club will not offer storage for the Library books.
Alternatives will be explored.

Honey Show 2025
ET will contact the person at the Sheffield Show.

Monthly Meetings

January 8 2025 meeting was cancelled: 2 speakers were
unavailable, and the weather was icy. This was approved by 4
Trustees.

February 12 2025 — Graham Appleby on Bees, Wasps and

Ants.

March 12 2025 — Julia and Kevin Thorne on Swarm Control.
April 9 2025 — Zoom event(?) Suzy and Luke Hutchinson,
Northumberland Honey Company on Sparkling Mead.

May 8 2025 — possibly soap making.

June 11 2025 — open event at SBKA Rivelin Apiary.

BBKA Annual Delegates Meeting 11 January 2025
SR reported back:

BBKA has voted to increase subscriptions from 1
October 2025 by £2 for members, £1.50 for partners, £1
for country members, and to reduce the subscription for
junior members to £5.

It was agreed that SBKA would increase its
subscriptions by the same amounts.

BBKA action on Adulterated Honey was agreed. It is
funding testing of a sample of commercially available
honeys to report to the Board of Trustees in May 2025.
This will be used to raise awareness and challenge the
Food Standards Agency and the National Food Crime
Unit to acknowledge the problem.

Dates for the Diary 2025

World Bee Day - 20 May

Yellow Legged Asian Hornet week - in September- date
to be confirmed

National Honey Day - 21 October

ET

ET

RJ, SR



14 Refill Charge for SBKA gas bottle
RJ shared information about the cost of refilling the gas bottles
for the SBKA gas torch which is lent to members for scorching
hive boxes. This has been funded by the Association to date.
The cost increased by 14% to £85.43 in 2023/24.
After discussion, it was agreed to levy a charge of £5 per day
for use.
RJ will discuss further with Roger Lyons. RJ

15.  Any other business

e Mark Bleay and Bec Kay have offered to supply
overwintered nucs for sale through SBKA again this
year. This was agreed. SR and JD will liaise to agree
details of price, ordering and delivery with them. SR, JD

e Trustee training
RJ shared his success in completing the Trustees
Training Modules run by the Institute of Chartered
Accountants of England and Wales.

e SBKA Honey
It was agreed to increase the wholesale price to £6.
Post-meeting note: All SBKA 2024 honey has now been
sold. This price increase will only take effect for the 2025
harvest.

15. Date of Next meeting Wednesday 5 February 2025 at 7.30 at
All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP



