
 Minutes 
 

SBKA Committee meeting 6 November 2024 
 

All Saints Halls 
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Item  Ac#ons 
1. Present  Sarah Romanowski, Chair 

                Dorothy Birks 
                Savitri Boon 
                Jeff Dale 
                Paul Durkin 
                Karen Hyde 
                Robert Jemilianowicz 
                Elinor Turner 
 
In A-endance Heather Shingleton 
 
Apologies  Chris Chapple 
 

 

2. Minutes of the last mee#ng were approved as a correct record. 
 

 

3. Ma-ers arising 
• Library: Storage for books at Hallamshire Golf Club is sNll 

being explored. 
• SBKA has Facebook, X, and Instagram accounts which are 

currently not being updated or monitored. Discussion 
idenNfied a few names who would be approached. In 
addiNon, it was agreed to ask for volunteers at the AGM. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ET, SB 

4. AGM 
• No member proposals have been received. 
• No new Trustees for elecNon at the AGM have yet been 

idenNfied. HS aWended the meeNng to see if the role could be 
for her. Four names were suggested: SR will contact them. 

• Rivelin apiary report circulated with the AGM papers is 2nd 
draX. The final version is in the NewsleWer circulated 3/11/24. 

• It was agreed that there would not be a raffle of a new hive at 
the AGM. 

 
 
 
 
SR 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Yellow legged Hornet Working Group 
There will be a presentaNon from the group at the AGM. 

 

   
 
 



6. SBKA Shop 
• It was agreed to give the owner of Valleyside Garden Centre 2 

jars of SBKA honey as a thankyou giX. 
• The volume of spam emails has reduced following an 

adjustment made to the system by Chris Brown. 
• It was confirmed that social members of SBKA living in 

Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley, Doncaster and Chesterfield 
are eligible to order from SBKA shop. 

• An order for 3 Nucs was unfilled because the customer 
delayed delivery unNl the bees were no longer breeding. A 
refund has been made. 

• A revised goods and price list has been produced by JD and 
shared with RJ. 

• Volunteer team: it was agreed to ask for volunteers at the 
AGM 

• Oxalic Acid: JD is confident that SBKA is compliant with the 
guidelines. 

• Storage: container at VGC is full. Excess being stored in RL’s 
neighbour's garage, which is not sustainable. JD and RL to 
discuss addiNonal storage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JD 

   
7. JG Graves Woodland Discovery Centre 

• SR met the new manager Kate Hughes 31 October 2024 
• SBKA has paid £1316 for rent and room hire in 2023/24. RJ to 

send DVB details for minutes. 
• An applicaNon has been made to SCC for solar arrays for the 

centre, including the cabin which SBKA rents. 
• There has been no Feast in the Forest the year; nor plans for a 

Christmas Market. 
• Honey sales to the café totalled 387 jars in the last year. 

There are 23 jars of members’ honey from the Honey Show 
sNll to sell. 
In addiNon, there are about 50 jars of honey from the apiary 
at the WDC awaiNng labels; and an esNmated 70-80 jars from 
Rivelin apiary to be jarred. 

• Honey Show 2024: the fookall was disappoinNngly low. It was 
agreed to explore the potenNal for SBKA to parNcipate in a 
bigger event. RJ will send ET the email of his contact for the 
Sheffield Show. 
 

 
 
RJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RJ, ET 

8. Finance 
• HMRC sent the paper record of GiX Aid repayment to the 

previous Chair. RJ will inform them again of the changed 
contact. 

• Support to SR with informaNon about membership payments: 
SR and RJ will check how it is working. 

 
 
RJ 
 
 
RJ, SR 



 
9. Monthly Mee#ngs 

November 13 2024 – AGM 
December 11 2024 – Winter social with quiz. DonaNons for raffle   
welcome 
8 January 2025 – Stewart Spinks. SuggesNons for a topic are 
welcome. 
12 February 2025 – Graham Appleby: Bees, wasps, and ants. 
12 March 2025 – Zoom event Suzy and Luke from Northumberland 
BKA : Sparkling mead. Check equipment at HGC can run this type of 
event. 
11 June 2025 - Open Event at Rivelin Apiary. 
 

 
 
All 
 
All 
 
 
 
ET 
 
SB 

10. Rivelin Apiary: SB reported she had responded to the NBU Hive 
Count survey for SBKA. There are 9 colonies at JG Graves WDC and 7 
at Rivelin apiaries. 
 

 

11. Any other business 
• Library: storage for a substanNal number of books conNnues 

to be an issue. Currently in plasNc boxes in SR’s garage, apart 
from a small number of high value volumes in KH’s house. 
UnNl there is a soluNon, the web-based lending system 
cannot go live.  

• PD has fixed the swarm noNficaNon link from SBKA website to 
BBKA. 

• Heather Shingleton in SE Sheffield is now selling bee suits. 
 

 
 
 
 
All 

12. Date of Next mee#ng 
Wednesday 4 December 2024 at 7.30 at All Saints Halls, Ringinglow 
Road, S11 7PP 
NB January 2025 commi-ee mee#ng will be held on Wednesday 
15th, NOT 1st. 

 

   
 


