
Draft Minutes 
 

SBKA Committee meeting 4 September 2024 
 

SBKA Rivelin Apiary 
Allotments off Tinker Lane, S10 

 
Item  Ac#ons 
1. Present  Dorothy Birks 

                Savitri Boon 
                Chris Chapple 
                Jeff Dale 
                Paul Durkin 
               Karen Hyde 
                Elinor Turner 
 
Apologies  Robert Jemilianowicz 
                    Sarah Romanowski 
 

 

2. Minutes of the last mee#ng were accepted as a correct record with 
the following amendments: 

• The date of the meeJng to be added to the Jtle 
• Item 5 Library- ‘Post meeJng note’ to be added aPer line 5. 
• Item 8 SBKA Shop- ‘team’ to be added aPer ‘volunteer’ 
• Item 10 Monthly MeeJngs- to read ‘any member who arrived 

expecJng…’ line 5/6. 
 

 

3. Ma6ers arising – none. 
 

 

4. Asian Hornet Working Group 
SR emailed DB 11 August 2024. No one present had received a le]er. 
Check with SR on her return if she has any update. 
 

 
 
DVB 

5. Library 
• PotenJal for storing 2 large plasJc boxes of books at 

Hallamshire Golf Club so they are in situ for monthly meeJngs 
to be explored. 

• JD undertook to find space in container at VGC. 
• KH undertook to produce a lisJng of all books for the 

Website. 
• SB wants to have books at Rivelin apiary. 

 

 
 
ET 
 
JD 
KH 
 

6. Rivelin Apiary 
SB reported there were 7 colonies; there will be a small honey crop 
this year; and that Formic acid treatment is planned. 

 



SB will be doing her accounts soon. She must not be out of pocket. 
All costs of the development of the apiary must be charged to SBKA. 
 

7. SBKA Shop 
• Roger Lyons wants to use VGC as shop base, with the half 

cabin at JG Graves WDC as overspill capacity. 
• Graham Appleby has agreed to join the volunteer team for 

the shop. JD and RL to discuss expanding the team further. 
• Oxalic acid – JD has been contacted by the Home Office 

Explosives Precursor Engagement Team as part of their work 
to deliver the Government’s Counterterrorism Strategy. 
Oxalic acid is classified as a regulated poison under the 1972 
Poisons Act, with restricJons on its sale. 
HO is discouraging people from using it and advising that 
SBKA should not stock or sell it. 
APer discussion, it was agreed that the shop lisJng should 
read ‘limited stock; will be disconJnued.’ 

• Sale of Queens: The current lisJng has generated a few 
unrealisJc expectaJons about the instant supply of mated 
queens. Wording to be checked for clarity. 

• Bee suits: It was agreed that the shop should stop selling bee 
suits. 
 

 
 
 
JD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JD 
 
 
 
JD 

8. AGM will be held on Wednesday 13 November 2024 at Hallam Golf 
Club 

• Deadline for circula#on of papers to members is 13 October 
2024. 

• DVB to take the Chair. 
• Minute takers - ET plus one other. ET will approach Peter 

Minchin. 
• 2 tellers to count any votes are required. 
• Deadline for reports to SR 30 September 2024. 
• Reports are required from-  

Chair 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Membership secretary 
EducaJon officer 
Event secretary 
Procurement Officer 
JD will include in his report an offer to tutor/train a member 
in his role, so that if he needs to pass the baton, someone 
else will be ready. 
Rivelin Apiary Manager 
It was agreed that reports were not needed from Library, 
which KH will conJnue to look aPer, nor from the Website (PD 
will conJnue as webmaster). 

 
 
 
 
 
ET 
 
 
 
 
SR 
RJ 
DVB 
SR 
SR 
ET 
JD 
 
 
 
SB+DVB 
 
 
 



• Trustees 
PD and KH wish to stand down at AGM. 
SB and JD sJll have Jme to serve. 
DVB, CC, RJ, SR and ET need to stand for re-elecJon. 
RecruiJng a Novice Trustee: 
CC will approach Bruce Warner 
SB will approach Tom Twelvetree and Emma Bray.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
CC 
SB 

9. Use of SBKA Funds 
It was agreed that there should be a discussion in January/February 
2025 about the use of the funds SBKA holds. A discussion paper will 
be produced to inform this. 
 

 
 
DVB 

10. Honey Show 2024 
SR, CC and ET were thanked for acJng as stewards and for their 
contribuJon to the successful running of the Honey Show. It was a 
modest but successful event. 
ET suggested we could consider a different day for the Honey Show 
2025 
Another way to increase the foomall would be joining another event. 
ET will contact Sheffield Show to see if that could be possible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ET 

11. Beginners’ Course 2025 
Easter 18-20 April 2025, and school holidays in Sheffield 31 March-11 
April 2025. 
Website informaJon to be changed to read ‘Day, Dates and Venue to 
be confirmed’. 
 

 
 
 
PD 

12. Monthly Mee#ngs 
September 11 2024 – Steve Donahue “Healthy Bees, Heavy Hives’ 
October 9 2024 – unconfirmed 
November 13 2024 – AGM 
December 11 2024 – Christmas Social. 
 

 

13. Website 
Code of Conduct sJll to be added in ‘About Us’ secJon with 
Safeguarding Policy. 
 

 
PD 

14. Any other business 
October Newsle]er to include that Code of Conduct is now on the 
website.  
 

 
SR 

15. Date of Next mee#ng 
Wednesday 2 October 2024 at &.30 at All Saints Halls, Ringinglow 
Road, S11 9PP. 
It was agreed that meeJngs could be at Rivelin Apiary May to August. 

 

 


