
Minutes 
 

SBKA Committee meeting 5 June 2024 
 

All Saints Halls 
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Item  Ac#ons 
1. Present  Sarah Romanowski Chair 

                Dorothy Birks 
                Savitri Boon 
                Jeff Dale 
                Karen Hyde 
                Elinor Turner 
  Robert Jemilianowisc 
 
Apologies  Chris Chapple 
                    Paul Durkin  
 

 

2. Minutes of the last mee#ng were agreed as a correct record. 
 

 

3. Ma6ers arising  
I. Finance Report – Email from RJ 04/06/24 

RJ reported a small excess of income over expenditure at 31 
May 2024, with a forecast excess of £4,379 at the end of the 
financial year. 

II. RJ will contact budget holders to ask them to prepare a 
budget for 2024/25. 

III. Crosspool FesWval Market 
DVB to check with Ruth Cheshire the cost of the stall fee and 
the Public Liability Insurance premium.  

 
 
 
 
 
RJ 
 
 
DVB 

   
4. Code of Conduct 

Following discussion, DVB will amend the draZ.  
DVB and SR will work through an example to check the pracWcality. 
 

 
DVB 
DVB, SR 

5. Rivelin Apiary 
• Builders completed their work 24 May 2024 
• Budget for the build was increased to £15,000 13 May 2024. 

Expenditure to date £13,900. 
• Agreed that conWngency needs to be included in cosWng of 

future projects: 20% suggested. 
• It was determined that separate budgets are needed for 

building work and for equipping the apiary. 

 



• The Builder and SB were thanked for their generous funding 
of the apprenWce for 2 addiWonal days so he could be present 
at the end of that phase. 

• SB has considered security measures: she recommends a key 
safe for shed and padlock keys which will have a different 
code from the apiary itself. Also that the members’ hut, which 
has windows, should not be used to store anything valuable; 
and that the Equipment shed should have a container style 
padlock cover fibed. 
Post mee#ng note – SB cannot find one for a shed, so has 
opted for a heavy-duty key lock with side protectors to deter 
use of bolt cubers. 

• SB shared the list of work sWll to be completed which 
includes: 

a. CreaWng and sowing a white clover lawn and a 
flowerbed by moving soil and using sleepers as 
retaining elements.  

b. Using stone for banking. 
c. GrouWng the paved area.  
d. Using the old pavers for the scorching area. 
e. Paving the base for the small shed. 
f. Installing a land drain. 
g. Figng 2 free windows. 
h. Installing posts and beams for the pergola. 

 Post mee#ng note – SB omibed from the list:- 
i. Building lean-to storage for brood boxes and 

equipment behind the workshop shed; and 
ii. Figng shelving in the shed. 

 
6. SBKA Apiary at JG Graves WDC 

• Purchase of 3 nucs for the apiary at £190 each was approved. 
The apiary manager, Ian Smith, emailed SR 6 May 2024 asking 
for permission to restock the apiary. 

• The appointment of a Business Development Manager by SCC 
was noted. This post replaces the one held by Rachel. There 
may well be changes to the charges SCC make for room hire 
and cabin rent. 

• Sale of SBKA honey to the Café has been brisk lately and there 
was only about 2 weeks supply leZ. IS suggested he conWnue 
to supply the café from his own honey unWl SBKA honey was 
available again. This was agreed. 
 

 

7. SBKA Shop 
• Work to insulate the half cabin at JG Graves WDC conWnues; 

requires addiWonal materials; and should be completed by 16 
June 2024. 

 
 
 
 
JD 



• JD will recruit addiWonal volunteers once the work is 
complete. 

• Pricing gun: RJ has not been able to source one which will do 
the job we want. JD will try to find one. 
 

 
JD 

8. Asian Hornet Working Group 
• The AH working group were congratulated on an excellent 

presentaWon to the May meeWng of SBKA. SR will include 
some of the material in the next Newsleber. 

• As yet, there are no links to sources of informaWon, how to 
report, teaching or presentaWon materials on the SBKA 
website.  DVB to contact PD. 
 

 
 
 
SR 
 
 
DVB 

9. Beginners’ Course 2024 
• Classrooms sessions are completed 
• Honey ExtracWon demonstraWon scheduled for 10 June at JG 

Grave WDC, Sycamore Suite. 
• PracWcal sessions at Rivelin Apiary are scheduled for Saturday 

15, 22 and 29 June 2024. 
Post mee#ng note JG Graves WDC apiary will offer 8 places 
on both Sunday 16 and 23 June 2024. 

• Basic Assessment booked for one candidate at JG Graves WDC 
apiary 30 June 2024. SB to check that the locaWon remains 
correct. 

• Dates for Beginners’ Course 2025 have been booked at the 
Sycamore Suite: Mondays March 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 and April 7 
& 14. 
SR is considering an alternaWve locaWon - Beauchief Golf Club- 
because JG Graves WDC is dark on winter nights.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SB 

10. SBKA Monthly Mee#ngs 
• 12 June 2024 – Nosema by Bec Kay. 
• 10 July 2024 – Social and preparaWon for Honey Show. 
• 26 Aug 2024 – Honey Show, Hector’s House, JG Graves WDC.  

Post mee#ng note – Dave Shannon will be the Honey Show 
judge. 

• Date for an Open Day at Rivelin Apiary will be set before end 
of September 2024. 
 

 

11. Library 
The future of the library will be discussed at July meeWng of the 
Commibee. 
 

 

12. Website 
Password to the members area has been changed to SBKA2024. 
SR to email this to members. 

 
 
SR 



13. School Visits 
DBS checks are not necessary for members going on these because 
there is a teacher present the enWre Wme. 
 

 

14. Master Beekeepers 
The Trustees record their congratulaWons to 2 new Master 
Beekeepers: Bec Kay and Mark Bleay.  
 

 

15. 
 
 
 
 
 
16. 

Any Other Business 
NoWficaWon from NBU of EFB to SBKA apiaries in Fulwood and 
Ecclesall Woods.  
SB will contact PD for password so she can take on this role and will 
delete Fulwood apiary since it no longer exists.  
 
Date of Next Mee#ng 
Wednesday 3 July 2024 at 7.30, All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 
7PP. 
SR will chair;  ET will take the minutes; DVB will produce the agenda. 

 
 
 
SB 

   
 


