
Minutes 
 

SBKA Committee meeting 1 May 2024 
 

All Saints Halls 
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Item  Ac#ons 
1. Present:  Sarah Romanowski Chair 

                Dorothy Birks 
                Savitri Boon 
                Chris Chapple 
                Paul Durkin 
                Karen Hyde 
                Robert Jemilianowicz 
 
Apologies:  Jeff Dale 
 

 

2. Minutes of the last mee#ng were agreed as a correct record. 
 

 

3. Ma6ers arising: there were none not already on the agenda. 
 

 

4. Asian Hornet Working Group 
I. Revised remit was sent to Dillon BuIers. 

II. PresentaJon to SBKA members meeJng 6 May 2024. 
III. Content for website not yet been received. PD will start 

adding links to useful sources. 
DB has contacted SCC nominated AH officer who has equipment. 
 

 
 
 
PD 

5. Rivelin Apiary 
Between commiIee meeJngs approval was granted to: 

• Employ an apprenJce. 
• Pay cash for a delivery of Type 1 aggregate, it is cheaper. 

SB emails 24 April 24. 
SB reported that: 

• The start date had been further delayed to 23 April 2024 by 
wet weather and the unavailability of a digger. 

• The workshop shed on delivery did not have the number of 
windows ordered; SB is in negoJaJon with supplier. 

• The work to fill gabions before the digger arrives 9 May needs 
to be completed over Bank Holiday weekend. It was agreed 
to ask members to volunteer to help with this on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday mornings. 

• Members’ shed is due to be fiIed 9 May 24. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ET 
 
 
 



SB requested approval for a cash payment for a second delivery of 
Type 1 aggregate. This was approved. 
SB requested advice on base for the member shed. It was agreed this 
would be concrete and rebar. 
SB tabled a spreadsheet of revised costs: 

• Some prices had increased. 
• Some quanJJes had been underesJmated. 
• The apprenJce’s wages have been included. 

An addiJonal £2000 for the project was approved. 
 
SB was thanked for her commitment, project management and 
personal contribuJon to the work of developing the AssociaJon 
apiary at Rivelin. 
 
It was agreed that an item on the progress at Rivelin Apiary would be 
included in the NewsleIer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SB, SR 
 
 

6. Bee Health Day 
This was busy. Many of the samples of bees from colonies both living 
and dead contained Nosema. 
Packs of thymol soluJon and of Nosevit were made available for 
members with 1-3 hives. 
 

 

7. Beginners’ Course 
This is going well. There in one more classroom session on 13 May 
24. 
One presenter needed access to his slides while both CC and SR were 
out of town. It was agreed that a memory sJck with the teaching 
material would be created and be with the projector. 
CC will organise the Beginners’ Course for 2025. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ET, CC 

8. SBKA Monthly Mee#ngs 
• 8 May 24 – AH presentaJon. 
• 12 June 24 – Nosema by Bec Kay. 
• 10 July 24 - Social event and preparaJon for the Honey Show. 
• 26 August 24 – Honey Show. 
• Open Day at Rivelin Apiary at a weekend, aber pracJcal 

sessions of the Beginners’ Course have been held. 
 

 

9. Code of Conduct 
An updated version incorporaJng changes and addiJons submiIed in 
the consultaJon was circulated to Trustees 1 May 2024. Comments to 
DVB by 15 May 24. 
DVB asked for a decision on whether to include social media and 
WhatsApp in the Code of Conduct. Aber discussion it was agreed to 
address them separately.  

 
 
 
ALL 
 
 
 
 



The guidelines for the newer beekeepers WhatsApp in the current 
SBKA NewsleIer will be posted on the website, with the exclusion of 
the 9.00pm curfew. A statement not to expect an immediate 
response if you post aber 9.00pm will be included instead. 
 

 
 
PD 

10. Equipment 
• Approval between commiIee meeJng was given for the 

purchase of a cold uncapping tray and a two-frame electric 
extractor. 

• The SBKA compound microscope is currently held by SB. 
 

 

11. SBKA Shop 
IT issues for newer members have been reported. Chris Brown has 
updated the system to the current version.  
  

 

12. Library 
It was agreed that a decision about the ambiJon and funcJon of the 
library is needed to inform decision on where and how best to store 
the books. To be discussed at a future meeJng. 
 

 

13. Website 
Members secJon password to be removed from the NewsleIer 
which is circulated to more than members. 
PD will then change the password and it will be emailed to members 
only. 
 

 
 
SR 
 
PD, SR 

14. Any other business 
Crosspool Fes#val Market: SR took Chairman’s acJon to support 
Peter Minchin and Ruth Cheshire taking a stall to raise awareness 
about AH, honey tasJng and informaJon about honey bees. There is 
a fee and they need Public Liability Insurance. 
 

 

15. Date of Next Mee#ng 
Wednesday 5 June 2024, All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 

   
 


