
Minutes 
 

SBKA Committee meeting 7 February 2024 
 

All Saints Halls 
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Item  Ac#ons 
1. Present  Sarah Romanowski Chair 

                Dorothy Birks 
                Chris Chapple 
                Jeff Dale 
                Robert Jemilianowicz 
 
Apologies  Savitri Boon 
                    Paul Durkin 
                    Karen Hyde 
                    Elinor Turner 
 

 

2. Minutes of the last mee#ng 
The minutes of the meeHng held on 3 January 2024 were approved as a 
correct record. 
 

 

3. Ma6ers arising 
• JD has collected his bank card and a set of bank account papers 

from PK. He also had a lengthy conversaHon which was useful. 
Papers have been passed to RJ. 
 

 

4. Report and Recommenda#ons of SBKA Asian Hornet Working group 
The commiMee received the report and expressed their graHtude to 
members of the working party for an impressive amount of work 
undertaken with dispatch. 
The CommiMee will conHnue discussion of the recommendaHons at 
future meeHngs. In parHcular, the Trustees wish their decisions to be 
informed by feedback from the Regional Bee Inspector who is speaker at 
the February meeHng of SBKA members. 
Following discussion it was agreed: 
SBKA’s iniHal acHons would be focussed on raising awareness in its 
members. 

• In the March NewsleMer members will be encouraged to visit the 
BBKA website on Asian Hornets, and to take the online training 
there. 

• The Trustees will encourage all members to download the Asian 
Hornet Watch App to idenHfy, photograph and report AH sighHngs 
using their mobile phone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SR 
 
 
SR 
 



• CC will work with Dillon BuMers to establish a new secHon on the 
SBKA website dedicated to AH resources with links to relevant 
websites. The proposed content would be raHfied by the Trustees 
at the March meeHng. 

• The Trustees accept the advice to focus on detecHon of AH in 
Sheffield but wish to consider further how best to do so.  
SR had sought advice from an environmental 
ecologist/entomologist at Rothamsted University and shared her 
reply. 

• It was agreed that cooperaHon with neighbouring BKAs and BBKA 
was the right course of acHon. 
DB will meet his fellow AHT coordinators before SBKA monthly 
meeHng 14 February 24. 
Contact with the newly appointed liaison office in BBKA could be 
helpful. 

 

 
CC 

5. Finance Report to end December 2023 
This was not yet available. It will be on next agenda.  
 

RJ 

6. SBKA Monthly Mee#ngs 
14 February : Dhonn Atkinson on Asian Hornet at  
Hallamshire Golf Club, Sandygate, S10 4LA.  
At his request neighbouring BKAs in South Yorkshire and Derbyshire have 
been invited. 
In ET’s absence, speakers for future meeHngs have not been confirmed. 
 

 

7. Beginners’ Course 
CC has picked up the organisaHon of this from SR. 
This will be held at JG Graves WDC on March 11, 18, and 25, and April 15, 
22 and 29. 
28 parHcipants have signed up, including one 13 year old who will be 
accompanied by his grandfather, and someone whose carer will 
accompany them. 
There may also be 6 parHcipants from the University; to be confirmed. 
Sharron Henderson and Roger Lyons are to be invited to provide their 
usual support. 
CC will be out of the country in late April. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SR 

8. Bee Health Day 
This will be held on Sunday 21 April 2024 from 1.00-4.30 at Hallamshire 
Golf Club. Bron White will conduct it. She has sent her request for 
assistance to SR, who has the 3 SBKA microscopes. NoHficaHon to 
members was in February NewsleMer.  

 
 
 
SR 
 

9. Educa#on Subcommi6ee  
CC will send minutes of last meeHng to DVB for circulaHon to the 
Trustees. 
CC will contact PK to offer a possible training role eg apiary training. 

 
CC 



10. SBKA Shop 
The racking from the garage has been installed in the new container at 
Valleyside Garden Centre. The garage is almost empty. 
JD wishes to purchase a pricing gun so that items can be coded.  
A stocktake needs to be done. 
JD wants all orders to be collected from the cabin at JG Graves WDC. 
DVB to speak to Roger Lyons about this change in the operaHon. 
He also wants to move to a cashless payment system: either card 
payment or bank transfer on ordering. 
The recruitment of addiHonal volunteers to run the shop can now start. 

 
 
 
JD 
 
 
DVB 
 
 
SR, JD 

11. Library 
KH provided an update in wriHng before the meeHng. 
Bec Kay does not wish to be reimbursed for the plasHc boxes she 
provided for the books. They are a donaHon. KH is of the opinion that 
new replacements will need to be purchased in the near future. 
KH asked what the financial year for the Library budget is, since she has 
only £35 and a list of requested books.  
RJ confirmed that the financial year for SBKA runs from 1 September to 
31 August. DVB will inform KH and suggest she submits a request for 
addiHonal money for the library budget for the current financial year. 
SR reported that storage for the library might be available at Hallamshire 
Golf Club. 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
DVB 
 

12. Website 
In PD’s absence there was no discussion. 
 

 

13. Review of content of Google drive 
DVB did contact Chris Brown. A meeHng has yet to be arranged. 
 

 
DVB 

14. Any other business 
• Possible apiary site 

CC reported that he and SR had visited a site on Fulwood Rd. He 
discovered that it is owned by a property developer and has 
wriMen twice with no response to date. 
 

• Life v Honorary Membership 
DVB has yet to reply to Cath Butcher’s quesHon at the AGM. 
It was confirmed that PK was awarded his life membership at the 
2018 AGM held at the Botanic Gardens. DVB to locate these 
minutes and reply. 
JD reported that CB had asked about it and he told her it was just 
a difference of words. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DVB 

15. Date of Next mee#ng 
Wednesday 6 March 2024 at 7.30 at All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 
7PP 

 

 


