
Draft Minutes 
 

SBKA Committee meeting 3 January 2024 
 

All Saints Halls 
Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Item  Ac#ons 
1. Present Sarah Romanowski Chair 

Dorothy Birks 
               Savitri Boon 
               Chris Chapple 
               Robert Jemilianowicz 
               Elinor Turner 
 
Apologies Jeff Dale 
                   Paul Durkin 
                   Karen Hyde 

 

2. Minutes of the last mee#ng 
The minutes of the meeHng held 6 December were approved as a 
correct record. 

 

3. Ma6ers arising 
• Review of content on SBKA Google drive 

None of the Trustees present had reviewed any of this since 
the last meeHng. It was agreed that DVB would contact Chris 
Brown to arrange a Hme to review it together as he suggested 
in his email to SR 4 December 2023. 

• Sharing data from BBKA’s ER2 system with NBU. 
Trustees need to check legality of ‘opt out’ opHon. In the 
meanHme, SR and RJ will check ER2 to see if it is possible to 
idenHfy members who are registered with BeeBase. 
ParHcipants on the Beginners’ Course will be encouraged to 
register. 

• Signatories for SBKA bank account are now RJ, JD, SR and 
DVB. Holders of a debit card for the account are JD and SR. 

• NBU annual Hive Count: Agreed that SB is contact for SBKA in 
future. 

 
 
 
 
 
DVB 
 
 
 
SR, RJ 
 
SR, CC 
 
 
 
DVB 

4. SBKA Monthly Mee#ngs 
• The CommiWee endorsed SR’s recommendaHon that 

Hallamshire Golf Club, Sandygate, S10 4LA should be the 
venue for 14 February 2024 meeHng with Dhonn Atkinson, 
inviHng Barnsley, Chesterfield and Doncaster BKAs to join us. 
ET to book and inform Wesley Hall. 

 
Post mee#ng note: Criteria used to select this venue were 
arHculated at 2023 AGM as follows 
Room size 

 
 
 
 
 
ET 



Room space (ie ceiling height) 
AcousHcs 
Sound set up 
IT access 
Flexibility of space (eg for library, beginners’ group) 
Accessible 
Parking 
Available 
Affordable 
LocaHon 
Suitability for beekeepers 
Sociability (eg bar) 

• 10 January 2024: Nikki Campbell on BBKA Modules and 
ExaminaHons. 

• 13 March 2024 
• 10 April 2024 

5. Bee Health Day 2024 
SR has weekend dates when Bron White is available in first half of 
April. No rooms at JG Graves WDC are available then.  
The commiWee endorsed SR’s recommendaHon to use Beauchief Golf 
Club, Abbey Lane, S8 0 DB as the venue for this event. SR to book and 
liaise with BW on organisaHon of the day. 
SR will approach BW to ask if a video clip of a demonstraHon of 
collecHng a sample of 30 flying bees could be made available to 
members to encourage as many as possible to parHcipate. 
SB shared her concern about the scale of the problem with Nosema 
infecHon in Sheffield, the close link between Varroa infestaHon and 
Nosema and the need to raise awareness in members. 

 
 
 
 
 
SR 
 
 
SR 
 
 

6. SBKA Shop 
• InsulaHon of the new container at Valleyside Garden Centre is 

complete; Chris Dalton has been paid £1165 for materials. 
• DVB to contact JD and Roger Lyons about current posiHon on 

installing racking and emptying the half cabin at JG Graves 
WDC to enable insulaHon work on that to be completed. 

• To inform a review of varroa treatments stocked by the shop 
DVB will review current recommendaHons for treatment 
regimes. 
Post mee#ng note: Shop stock has been removed from 
container at JG Graves WDC, leaving it empty for work to 
insulate it to conHnue. 
Transfer of goods and racking from garage to container at VGC 
in progress. 

 
 
 
 
 
DVB 
 
 
DVB 

7. Supplying Over-wintered Nucs and Queens in 2024 
JD has been approached by Bec Kay offering 10-15 over-wintered 
nucs for sale to members, available mid to late April. 
BK also offered to raise queens for sale to members now that Bron 
White has decided to stop. 
The commiWee agreed that BK should be a supplier to the shop. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



DVB to contact JD for informaHon on costs of nucs and queens, and 
to enquire about possible supply of this year’s nucs for beginners. 
Post mee#ng note: NegoHaHons on prices yet to be completed. 

DVB 

8. Use of SBKA funds 
It was agreed to schedule a discussion at the June meeHng. In 
preparaHon for this RJ will produce a draj Business Plan for acquiring 
land for an AssociaHon apiary: OpHons to include renHng or buying, 
also renHng premises for honey extracHon. 
Woodseats Allotment AssociaHon has given SBKA a donaHon of 
£928.50. SR to contact them to check if they wish to specify what it 
can be used for. 

 
 
 
RJ 
 
 
 
SR 

9. Rivelin Apiary 
SB was thanked for paying Coppen Estates £100 and 1 jar of SBKA 
honey for 5 years’ ground rent to March 2028. 
SB is planning work at the apiary January- March 2024, including 
obtaining quotes for sheds. 

 
 
 
 
SB 

10. Code of Conduct 
A covering email for the consultaHon has been agreed. SR to send out 
in next few days. 
Reminders at 1 month and 2 months will also be sent. 

 
 
SR 
 

11. Library 
Bec Kay has completed the cataloguing and colour coding of the 
books, which are now in plasHc boxes provided by BK. DVB to contact 
KH to ask BK to claim repayment of their cost from RJ.  

DVB 

12. Any Other Business 
• Asian Hornet Working Group 

Dillon BuWers felt the January meeHng of SBKA was 
too early for him to speak to members about Asian 
Hornet Network and App. SR to contact him to share 
Trustees’ view that the iniHal target for awareness 
raising should be SBKA members.  

• Beginners’ Course 
SR to share list of parHcipants with CC and RJ. 
SR to copy CC in to emails about the administraHon of 
the course. 

• Finance Report 
RJ will circulate his finance report to end December in 
the next week. For discussion at next meeHng. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SR 
 
SR 
 
SR 

13. Date of Next MeeHng: Wednesday 7 February 2024 at 7.30, All Saints 
Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 

 


