
 Minutes 6 December 2023 
 

SBKA Committee meeting 
 

Held on Zoom 
 
Item  Ac#ons 
1. Present:  

Savitri Boon 
Dorothy Birks 
Chris Chapple 
Jeff Dale 
Paul Durkin 
Robert Jemilianowicz 
Karen Hyde 
Sarah Romanowski 
Elinor Turner 

 

2. Elec#on of office holders 
Chair: Sarah Romanowski 
Treasurer: Robert Jemilianowicz 
Secretary: Dorothy Birks 
Procurement officer: Jeff Dale 
Educa#on Officer: Chris Chapple 
Mee#ngs Co Ordinator: Elinor Turner 
Librarian: Karen Hyde 
Webmaster: Paul Durkin 
Novice Member: Savitri Boon 
Examina#ons Officer: Nicky Campbell who does not wish to be a 
Trustee. It was agreed she would need access to eR2 to perform this 
role. 
SBKA Co Ordinator for Asian Hornet team: Dillon BuKers. It was 
agreed he needed access to eR2 in this role. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SR 
 
 
SR 

3. Minutes of last mee#ng were approved as a correct record.  
4. MaGers arising:  

i. Review of use of Dropbox, pCloud and email:  
The commiKee were informed that both Dropbox and pCloud 
accounts no longer contained data and had been closed. The 
data has been transferred to SBKA Google drive which is 
accessible only by commiKee members and Chris Brown.        It 
was agreed all should review the data to inform decisions 
about what should/can be deleted. 

ii. Sharing data from BBKA’s eR2 membership system with 
NaTonal Bee Unit. Agreed to check legality of ‘opt out’ 
approach to geWng members consent to share their data. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All 
 
 
SR 
 
 
 

5.  AGM Follow up  
 
PD 



• KH and ET were thanked for their work to record the event. KH 
circulated draY minutes 21 November 2023. These will be 
uploaded to the website ‘For InformaTon’ 

• SB was welcomed as a new Trustee. 
• Difference between Life and Honorary Membership. PD will 

send DVB minutes of 2021 AGM to inform her reply to Cath 
Butcher. 

• Anonymous donaTons: The CommiKee knows who has made a 
donaTon. The donor may remain anonymous if that is their 
wish. 

• Target for fundraising for a headquarters building: It was 
agreed this topic needed to be discussed by the CommiKee on 
a future agenda. 

• ConTngency in 2023/24 budget for Asian Hornet expenditure: 
decisions of how it is spent will be made by the CommiKee. 

• Code of Conduct: This will be emailed to all members again 
with a covering email requesTng feedback within 3 months. 

• Asian Hornet working Group: Dillon BuKers has convened the 
group and sent the CommiKee the notes of its first meeTng 
held 26 November 2023. DB’s prioriTes are DetecTon and 
EducaTon. 
 CC and RJ are members of the Working Group. CC requested 
that the CommiKee provide the Working Group with a steer 
for their work. Following discussion, the CommiKee agreed 
that the iniTal audience for awareness raising, informing and 
spurring to acTon should be the SBKA members. The 
AssociaTon has 340+ members: only 42 were present at the 
AGM; the monthly meeTngs aKract about 30 members; 
engaging the enTre membership requires addiTonal 
approaches. Once aware and informed, members can be 
advocates to family, friends and networks. Then we can start to 
idenTfy other groups to approach.  
ET has already booked Dhon Atkinson, Regional Bee Inspector 
as speaker for the February 2024 monthly meeTng to tell us 
what is happening naTonally about Asian Hornets. Elinor 
suggested asking Dillon BuKers to talk to the January 2024 
meeTng about the AH Network and the App; this was agreed. 
JD agreed to cost traps for 300 members based on the model 
RJ will share with him. 

• AlternaTve meeTng locaTon: SR has visited 3 possible opTons. 
It was agreed to book one for the February monthly meeTng 
when we are extending an invitaTon to Barnsley, Rotherham, 
Doncaster and Chesterfield BKAs.  
 
 
SR and ET will choose from  
Masonic Hall, Tapton Hall, Shore Lane, S10 3BU 
Hallamshire Golf Club, Sandygate, S10 4LA 
Beauchief Golf Club, Abbey Lane S8 0DB. 

 
 
PD, DVB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SR, DVB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ET 
 
 
 
 
 
JD, RJ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SR, ET 
 
 
 
 

6. SBKA Shop: JD reported that it was hoped the work to insulate the 
new container at Valleyside Garden Centre would be completed by 

 
 
 



Christmas. A 2-week holiday and an injured shoulder has slowed 
progress in November. 
SR will interrogate eR2 to idenTfy members who could be approached 
to join the shop team, once the containers are fully operaTonal.  
DB provided feedback from her discussion with Bron White about 
varroa treatments stocked by the shop. It was suggested that a review 
of current treatment opTons could be helpful. 

 
 
SR 
 

7.          Rivelin Apiary: SB shared the research she had done into Coppen 
Estates’ ownership of the land and the structures on neighbouring 
plots. It was agreed that SB would pay the ground rent, in person, in 
cash, for 5 years at a cost of £100, obtaining a receipt. 
SB will send her briefing paper to DVB for circulaTon to the Trustees. 
The commiKee approved the expenditure of £100 -250 on rebar, 
sharp sand and chippings for landscape work carried out by SB. 
ET will buddy SB in obtaining 2 quotes for each of the sheds. 

 
 
 
 
SB 
 
 
ET, SB 

8. Bee Health Day: DVB shared the discussion she had had with Bron 
White on the desirability and Tming of a Bee health Day in late 
March/early April 2024 to enable doing a Bailey Comb Change if 
Nosema is detected in hives.  
A Sunday is preferred, as more members are available at a weekend. 
Easter Sunday is 31 March 2024, so either 24 March or 7 April would 
be ideal. SR agreed to organise this event calling on Trustees for help 
as necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SR 

9. Microscopy Taster Day: BW has shared YBKA approach to this type of 
event with DVB. CC agreed to the EducaTon SubcommiKee taking on 
this responsibility. DVB will share informaTon from BW with him. 

 
 
CC, DVB 

10. Library: KH reported that Bec Kay has volunteered to help with the 
library. A list, A-Z by author, will be produced for the website. She will 
colour code Ttles to modules covered by BBKA Modules. It was agreed 
that books would be stored in plasTc boxes in one of the shop cabins. 
A new request system will be needed. 

 
 
 
 
KH 

11. Any Other Business: 
• Debit cards for bank account: JD reported PK had been in 

touch to tell him the bank had sent him 2 replacement debit 
cards. JD will collect both. RJ needs an in person meeTng with 
Trustees to change signatories for the bank account. 

• NBU has sent a reminder email for the annual Hive Count to 
Paul@Sheffield BKA. PD agreed to do the return this year for 
SBKA: 4 at Rivelin and 8 at JG Graves WDC. 

 
 
 
JD 
RJ 
 
 
PD 

12.       Date of Next mee#ng: Wednesday 3 January 2024 at 7.30, Room 4, 
All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 

   
   
   
   

 


