
Sheffield Beekeeping Association 
Minutes of Committee Meeting 4 October 2023 

All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 
 

Present Sarah Romanowski 
     Dorothy Birks 
     Chris Chapple 
     Jeff Dale 
     Paul Durkin 
     Karen Hyde 
     Robert Jemilianowicz 
     Elinor Turner 
 

1. Minutes of meeting 6 September 2023 
Agreed as a correct record. 
 

2. Matters Arising 
Minute 4, third bullet point: the maximum number of people the 
Sycamore suite at JG Graves WDC can accommodate was 
queried. SR to check.  SR 

  
3. Rivelin Apiary 

• Savitri Boon is now the apiary manager. 
• Budget:- the Committee agreed a budget of £5000 for the 

apiary for 2023/24. 
One committee member can authorise expenditure up to a 
maximum of £100. 
2 committee members can authorise expenditure up to a 
maximum of £250. 
5 committee members can authorise expenditure over £250. 
Decisions can be agreed between meetings of the 
Committee and recorded in the minutes of the next meeting. 

• For expenditure over £250 and capital items the apiary 
manager should obtain 2 quotes. 

• Hygiene protocol was drafted by Bron White for Rivelin. To 
ensure consistency across SBKA apiaries, DB will contact 
her to work on a common protocol for both apiaries.  DB 
 

4. AGM 8 November 2023, Wesley Hall, Crookes, S10 1UD 
• Reports;- SR will send out the reports she has received to 

date 7 October 23 before she goes on holiday.  SR 
• RJ will send out remaining reports 11 October 23.  RJ 



•  Proposals:- After discussion, the Committee decided the 
order on the agenda of the proposals being presented to the 
membership. 

• Trustees:- One nomination for Trustee has been received- 
Savitri Boon. 

• Preparation for questions:- 
RJ will draft a briefing on access to SBKA IT and email 
systems. RJ 
ET will provide the minute from February committee meeting 
recording the decision to subsidise places on 2023 
Microscopy course. ET 

• Proxy votes:- Neville Dearden has given Bron White his 
proxy vote; CC has given DB his.  

• Chairing the AGM:- It was agreed the Secretary would chair 
the AGM. 
 

5. SBKA Shop 
• Insulation of the half cabin at JG Graves WDC is in progress, 

slowed by the need to work around the stock stored in it. 
• The new container was installed at Valleyside Garden Centre 

3 October 20223. JD was thanked for the work he put in to 
achieve this. 

• Agreed it should be insulated BEFORE any stock is stored in 
it.   JD 

• Agreed to insure the contents of the new cabin for fire and 
theft once the work is complete.  JD 

• Stock value £18,819.17 as at 1 September 2023.  
 

6. Breach of Health and Safety Regulations at JG Graves WDC 
Letter was sent 14 September 23 by Royal Mail Signed for 1st 
Class. 
DB to contact Facilities Manager.  DB 
 

7. Collection of SBKA equipment from PK 
PD collected the wax melter and the gas bottle(empty). 
SR collected the projector. 
 
Still to be collected are microscopes, camera and centrifuge. 
SR has sent PK the inventory SBKA hold by email.  
ET and KH will arrange to collect the remaining items.  ET, KH 

  
 



8. Website 
The Committee minutes from March-August 2023 are now on the 
Members section of the website. 
The hand written minutes from December 2022 and January & 
February 2023 still need to be uploaded. DB to work with ET.  DB 
 
The current access code to the Members section has been 
published in the Newsletter which is circulated to more than 
Members only, so it was agreed to change it to SBKA 2024.  PD 
 

9. Asian Hornet Working Party 
Agreed to form a Working Party and to include for discussion at 
AGM. 
 

10. Monthly meetings 
ET is looking for ideas for the meetings from January 2024.  All 
Asian hornet could be one topic. 
 

11. Any Other Business 
• It was agreed ET would research acquiring a throat mike for 

speakers at SBKA meetings.  ET 
• RJ reported that he had reclaimed £1597.65 in Gift Aid. 
• RJ recommended that that the SBKA Membership fee need 

not increase in 23/24 because of Gift Aid. 
• RJ reminded the Committee that SBKA had already paid for 

the hire of the Sycamore suite as the venue for the final 
session of the Microscopy course. It was agreed not to 
reimburse any claim for an alternative venue. 

• RJ recommended SBKA reviews its use of Dropbox, pCloud 
and email.  All 

• KH reported her concern that members of the Beginners 
group delayed the start of the speaker’s presentation at 
SBKA meetings by getting drinks after their initial session.  
ET undertook to ask them to get one beforehand.  ET 
 

12. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 1 November 2023 at 7.30 
Room 4 All Saints halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP. 


