
Sheffield Beekeeping Association 
 

Minutes of Committee Meeting 2 August 2023 
All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Present   Sarah Romanowski Chair 
                Dorothy Birks 
                Chris Chapple 
                Paul Durkin 
                Karen Hyde 
                Elinor Turner 
 
1. Apologies: Jeff Dale, Robert Jemilianowicz 
 
2. Minutes of Meeting 5 July 2023 
A series of corrections were identified: 

• Minute 4: shop stock storage to read ‘…JD has been authorised to 
order…’ 

• Minute 5: spelling of ‘Mark Bleay’ and ‘Bec Kay’ corrected. 
• Minute 7: an additional item was added, namely the sponsorship of 

Class 23 Prize at GYS Honey Show (dipped candles) at a cost of £20. 
• Minute 10: to read ‘…was agreed to change…’ 
• Minute 12 (ii): to read ‘The manager of the SBKA apiary at JG Graves 

WDC has been approached by Ian Proctor of Carterknowle Farm Shop 
to ask if SBKA would be interested in selling its honey in his shop. The 
Committee agreed this was possible, providing that the supply for the 
café and the twice yearly Fairs at JG Grave WDC was already met.’ 
 

3. Matters Arising 
• Registered address of SBKA has been changed to Leam Farm, 

Grindleford, Hope Valley, S32 2HR. 
• Discussion of the budget for 2023/24 is an agenda item for 6 September 

meeting 
 
4. SBKA Shop 

• Shop stock storage: 
JG Graves WDC: Work on insulating the half cabin is being planned. 
Valleyside garden Centre: purchase of an uninsulated cabin with Chris 
Dalton doing the insulating work was approved. JD 



• Colonies 
SR had been in contact with the supplier about the substandard colony 
supplied to a member. He will reimburse SBKA; SBKA will reimburse the 
disappointed beekeeper 100% of the cost of the bees. RJ 
 

5. Code of Conduct 
Committee agreed to the addition of a right of appeal to the existing document. 
It then needs to be approved at the AGM. DB 
We will check with Charity Commission that it complies with their 
requirements. SR 
 
6. Complaint from Facilities Manager JG Graves WDC 
In an email to Treasurer 20 July 2023, RH informed him of unacceptable 
aspects of the behaviour of the convenor of the course ‘Microscopy for 
Beekeepers’ currently being run at the Centre, and that we would be charged 
for hire with staff if it continued. 
It was agreed that we inform him in writing of the requirements for safe 
working at the Centre. DB 
 
7. AGM 
Papers must be circulated to all Members 28 days before the AGM on 8 
November 2023. Reports need to be with Chair by 30 September 2023. 
These include: 

• Accounts 2022/23. RJ 
• Budgets for 2023/24  RJ 
• Education Secretary’s report on Beginners’ Course and Basic 

Assessment 2023.  SR 
• Education Secretary’s proposals for 2024.  CC 
• Procurement Officer’s report  JD 
• Event Secretary’s report  ET 

SR will circulate the reports from 2022 as a guide to the format.  SR 
SR and DB to meet.  SR+DB 
 
8. SBKA Honey show 
All arrangements are in hand. 
Venue and arrangements agreed with JG Graves WDC. 
Dave Shannon will be the Judge. Roger Lyons and Ian Smith are Stewards. 
All members have been emailed with the schedule and a link to apply. 
 
9. Basic Assessments 
These were held at the SBKA apiary at the JG Graves WDC on 7 and 15 July 
2023. It went well and the bees behaved!  



Four candidates were assessed and all passed. 
 
10. Website update 
PD will contact Chris Brown again for IT help. 
Topics covered at the monthly meetings of SBKA will be added too.  ET+PD 
 
11. Rivelin Apiary 
PD is working on costed plans. 
SR has found a gardener to provide a quote for maintenance work. 
Discussion about a Members’ Hut identified the need for 18x10ft with meeting 
room and storeroom. 
Bee inspector has suggested a separate storage space for dirty and clean 
equipment. A hygiene protocol drafted by Bron White for Rivelin will be shared 
with the team at JG Graves WDC apiary team for comment. Both SBKA 
apiaries should be using the same Hygiene protocol.   DB 
 
12. Members’ feedback 
KH introduced this item.  

• Suggestions from the SBKA Members WhatsApp group were discussed: 
• Survey -  this has been tried before with very poor response rate. 
• Film speakers at monthly meetings – technically challenging and would 

not encourage members to attend in person. 
• Timing of the newsletter should be earlier – SR aims to send it out 10 

days before the monthly meeting but sometimes holds it for a particular 
item. Agreed that it should be sent out regularly, with additional issues if 
necessary. 

 
Use Facebook to post information about the next meeting– agreed.  RJ 
 
13.AOB 
CC reported that the new Education Subcommittee had held its inaugural 
meeting 2 August 2023. Membership CC, SR, Bron White, Carolyn Clark, 
Mark Bleay and Bec Kay. 
 
It was suggested that consideration be given to holding a taster day for 
microscopy in association with a Bee Health Day in autumn 2023. 
 
CC will send the minutes to DB for inclusion on the agenda of SBKA 
Committee meetings.   CC 
 
14. Date of Next Meeting 
Wednesday 6 September 2023 at 7.30 
Room 4, All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP. 


