
Sheffield Beekeeping Association 
 

Minutes of Committee Meeting June 7 2023 
All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Present  Sarah Romanowski Chair 

Dorothy Birks 
Chris Chapple 
Jeff Dale 
Karen Hyde 
Robert Jemilianaowicz 
Elinor Turner 

1. Apologies Paul Durkin 
 
2. Minutes of Meeting 3 May 2023 
Approved as a correct record. 
 
3.  Matters Arising 

• Shop Stock Storage 
a) Half Container at JG Graves Woodland Discovery Centre 

currently uninsulated so not suitable for storing wax. May 
also have a damp problem on the floor. Roger Lyons is 
dealing with these issues. 
No contract has been received; nor has an invoice, so no 
payment yet made. SG to inform Rachel this is reason she 
has received no payment. Action SR 
 

b) Valleyside Garden Centre 
CC reported that he visited and spoken to Peter who agreed 
SBKA could rent a space for a container, showed him a site 
in their caravan park, agreed to trim back the trees and told 
him they would charge SBKA £100pa for a site.  
It was agreed that we want to buy a container, have it 
insulated and delivered to VGC. Ideally we want a 40 ft 
container, but the plot size may only accommodate a 20 ft 
one. 
CC will visit again to measure the size of the plot so we know 
the size of container to buy. Action CC 
Post meeting note: Area allocated can accommodate a 
container 20ft x 9ft. 
 
 



c) ET has spoken to Rachel who reassured us that SBKA 
would get 12 months’ notice if SCC wanted us to find an 
alternative site for the apiary at JG Graves WDC; and that 
they would help us find one. 
 

• Changing registered address of SBKA 
CC reported that his accountancy group has said it is possible. He 
will ask them for a cost. Action CC 
Post meeting note: It is only possible for the accountants to 
provide this if they do SBKA accounts which would be too 
expensive to justify. 
 

• Anti-bullying policy 
DB reported on the progress she had made and apologised for the 
slow progress. She will circulate a draft as soon as possible. 
Action DB 
 
3.1 Finance Report 
RJ had emailed his finance report and also tabled copies. 
It covered the budget at the start of SBKA’s financial year – 1 
September 2022, the position at 31 May 2023 and the anticipated 
position at the end of the current financial year.  
It is anticipated there will be about £8000 more income over 
expenditure then. 
Discussion identified the need for further information about 
expenditure on 

i. Rent for garage for shop stock. DB to ask Roger Lyons  
ii. Expenditure on SBKA apiary supplies. DB to ask Ian Smith. 
iii. The conditions which apply to the grant from the JG Graves 

Trust for decking at the JG Graves WDC. DB to ask PD. 
Action DB 

iv. RJ needs the presentation to 2022 AGM for his report to the 
Charity Commission by 26 June 2023. SG to ask PD to send 
it to RJ.   Action SR 

v. KH will tell RJ the value of the book donations to SBKA when 
is has finished cataloguing them.  Action KH 
 
KH reported that the allocated storage space for the Library 
at Wesley Hall (one shelf in a cupboard) is insufficient. She 
has books at home. ET will raise this with manager for 
Wesley Hall.  Action ET 

 



3.2 SBKA Facebook page 
At his request it was agree that RJ could post items on the 
Facebook page.  
He can use the SBKA Committee WhatsApp account to check that 
committee members agree to specific items.  
It was agreed that SBKA needs to be in control of posts on its 
Facebook page. 

 
4.  Training 
The committee endorsed CC’s proposal that there should be an 
Education Subcommittee whose membership would include everyone 
who contributes to the training programmes. CC to convene it and 
produce a plan for training and education for reporting to the AGM in the 
autumn.  Action CC 
 

• Beginners’ course 2023 
Final session is a demonstration of honey extraction on Monday 12 
June 2023 at JG Graves WDC: 6.30 for 7.00 start – 9.00. 
 

5.  Basic Beekeeping Assessment 
There are 4 candidates; SBKA apiary at JG Graves WDC will be 
used Sunday 9 July 2023. 

• Beginners’ course 2024. 
SG has booked the Sycamore Suite at JG Graves WDC for 
Monday evenings in spring 2024. She will send dates to PD for the 
website.  Action SR 
 

6.  SBKA monthly meetings 
 
June Bring and Show 
 
July Preparation for a Honey Show: ET to ask PK to lead this session. 
 
August Honey Show: Sheffield Fayre is not including produce tents this 
year. Hector’s House at JG Graves WDC has been booked for Sunday 
27 August 2023. 
SG to email all members with date and list of classes. 
SG and ET to invite a judge. 
ET to request trophies are returned to her for checking state of repair 
and in preparation for engraving.  Action SR and ET 
 



7.  Website 
SR had been asked in recent weeks about out of date information on 
SBKA website. Agreed PD would be asked to update 

• Location of monthly SBKA meetings to Wesley Hall 
• The dates for 2024 Beginners’ Course 
• Date, place, time and list of classes for 2023 Honey Show 
• Reinstate advertising ‘Hands on’ sessions at SBKA apiary at JG 

Graves WDC on Sundays at 10.00. 
SR to include password for the Members’ section of the website in the 
monthly newsletter.  Action SR 
 
8.  Press Officer 
KH proposed that we should appoint a press officer to deal with the local 
press in a timely fashion should we need to. This was initiated in 
response to two recent articles in the local paper. 
CC agreed to be nominated and this was endorsed by the committee. 
 
9.  Rivelin Apiary 
SR, KH and ET had visited Rivelin apiary 6 June 2023. 
SR introduced her paper and there was a discussion somewhat curtailed 
by the absence of the apiary manager, PD.  
It was acknowledged that neither of the two existing Association apiaries 
met all the criteria listed in the paper. The committee agreed that 
meeting these was something we want to achieve.  
Another discussion will be scheduled.  Action DB 
 
10.  Any Other business 

10.1 Wax Foundation 
Squared wired, brittle foundation has been returned to the supplier 
and been replaced with W wired. 
10.2 Polynucs 
These cannot be supplied until July at the earliest. Corex boxes 
will have to be used for supplying nucs of bees in the meantime. 
10.3 Microscopy 
Introduction to Microscopy day usually held in September was 
referred to the Education Subcommittee.  Action CC 
 

11.  Date of Next Meeting 
2 July 2023 at 7.30, 

 Room 4, All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 


