
Sheffield Beekeeping Association 
 

Minutes of Committee meeting May 3 2023 
All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP 

 
Present  Sarah Romanowski Chair 
    Dorothy Birks 
    Chris Chapple 
   Jeff Dale 
   Paul Durkin 
   Karen Hyde 

Robert Jemilianowicz 
Elinor Turner 

 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 5 April 2023 
Approved as a correct record. 
 
3.  Matters Arising 

• Storage for Shop Stock: (a) Valleyside Garden Centre: no 
response to email. CC will ask when he visits this week. Action CC 
(b) Half container at JG Graves Woodland Discovery Centre: 
Roger Lyons has a key. Floor covering will be required to deal with 
damp issue. 
(c) Other options: ET to write to SCC  Action ET 
 

4.  Response to a Complaint 
A member has complained to the Chair about the content of a written 
communication from another member. 
The Committee considers the communication to be unacceptable 
behaviour outside the ethos of SBKA which is one of mutual support. 
The wording of a letter to the author was agreed. To be sent by the 
Secretary.  Action DB 
The allegation of theft will be explored with the complainant.  Action PD 
 
The Chair has circulated the Charity Commission’s work on anti bullying 
policy to committee members. Trustees have a responsibility to all 
members to address bullying. 
The Committee agreed to develop an anti-bullying policy.  Action DB 
 
7.Training – Practical sessions for the Beginners Course 
Dates 13 and 20 May at SBKA apiary at JG Graves Woodland Discovery 
Centre. Suits and gloves from Rivelin apiary to be made available. 
Demonstrators required.  Action SR, PD, DB, CC 



 
8. BBKA Spring Convention – feedback 

• Varroa – Zoom presentation for July meeting?  Action ET 
• Sponsor Work of Professor Giles Budge? SR will write to him.  
• Article for Newsletter.  Action ET 

 
9.  Bee Health Day 26 April 2023     
There were 8 beekeepers who brought samples and 4 volunteers 
manning microscopes. It was assessed as useful, but holding it at a 
weekend could attract more beekeepers. 
 
10.  Beginners Course 
Assessed as going well. Last lecture 9 May 2023. Practical session 13 
and 20 May. 
 
11.  Items for future agendas 

• Use of SBKA Funds – RJ producing a report shortly, so can 
inform discussion at June meeting.  Action RJ and DB 

• Committee agreed to hold a facilitated Away Day. 
 

12.  Any Other Business 
• Brittle square wired foundation held by shop: Bee Equipment will 

exchange for W wired foundation. 
• School visits: agreed to charge at cost wax used for candle rolling. 
• KH has a list of books requested by members: agreed to purchase 

from the cheapest source. 
• World Bee Day 20 May 2023: SBKA need to plan for 2024. 
• SBKA has received a donation of a microscope. SG has written to 

thank donor. 
• SBKA needs to change the registered address of the charity with 

the Charity Commission and with HMRC. 
Action: CC will ask his accountancy Group what it would cost to 
provide an address service. 
ET will explore the feasibility of a PO Box as an option. 
 

13.  Date of Next Meeting 
7 June 2023, 7.30pm Room 2, All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, 
S11 7PP  


