
Sheffield Beekeeping Association 
 

Minutes of Committee Meeting 1 March 2023 
All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, S11 7PP  

 
Present:-  Sarah Romanowski, Chair  
  Dorothy Birks 

Jeff Dale 
Paul Durkin 
Karen Hyde 
Elinor Turner 

 
Apologies:- Chris Chapple, Robert Jemilianowicz. 
 
Minutes of Meeting 1 February - Approved 
 
Post meeting note from 10 February meeting of committee with Phil 
Khorassandjian were agreed as a correct record. 
 
Post meeting note from 14 February meeting between Sarah 
Romanowski, Chris Chapple and Phil Khorassandjian with Rachel 
Hutton of JG Graves Woodland Discovery Centre were agreed as a 
correct record. 
 
Matters Arising 
Following a discussion, it was recorded that the first four people who 
responded to Sarah following her email 23.12.2022 were offered a 
subsidised place on the current Microscopy course. 
It was agreed that no response was required to the email from Phil 
Khorassandjian to the Committee on 1 March.  
 
Beginners’ Course 
 
Starts 14 March at Sycamore Suite, JG Greaves Discovery Centre, 
Abbey Lane S7 2QZ. 
Decisions were made about: 
 
Registration at the door - agreed 
Volunteers to greet and chat. 
Speakers - confirmed all invited and have agreed 
Cake rota 
Liaising with JG Greaves Discovery Centre 
Delegate update on venue 



Website – liaise with Chris Brown to update 
 
Practicals - need to liaise with apiary managers at Rivelin allotment and 
JG Greaves Discovery Centre. ACTION SR 
 
IT 
 
It was agreed that non-serving committee members be removed from 
the ‘committee’ google email group @sheffieldbeekeepers.org.uk. 
It was agreed that Chris Brown is given a mandate to act on behalf of 
the Committee to assist this and the decision to limit access to google 
forms and documents to current committee members. 
 ACTION SR & DVB 
Storage for SBKA Shop Stock 
 

• The second half of the container at JG Graves Woodland 
Discovery Centre currently used for the SBKA apiary there, will be 
available from 1 April 2023 on a rolling annual lease. Jon Dallow 
from Sheffield City Council is preparing a contract - cost £500.00 
per year. 

• Additional storage is still required. 
KH suggested she approach Valleyside Garden Centre, 
Manchester Road. Agreed.  ACTION KH 

• Meeting of JD, DVB and Roger Lyons to be convened to discuss 
expanding the shop ‘team’ and further storage. 

 ACTION DVB 
Nuclei of Bees for purchase by members 
 
Agreed that orders need to be placed by April 23rd. 
Cost:-  £50 non-returnable deposit 
  £190 for bees + £10 for Corex box, or 

+ £40 for polynuc. 
Available end June or early July, depending on the weather. 
 
Monthly meeting 
 
March:- Wax demonstration by Shirley Bond 
April:-  David Wagstaff / Jonathan Court on bee farming. 
May:-  Bron White on Queen rearing. 
June:-  Members‘ equipment show and tell. 
 ACTION ET 
 



Equipment review 
 
There was a limited discussion in Robert’s absence.  
One uncapping tray has gone missing. It was suggested it should be 
replaced. 
 
Honey Show 
 
It was agreed to hold our honey show as part of Sheffield Show at 
August Bank Holiday. 
 
Mayfield Alpaca Farm 
 
The report back from the visit by SR, DVB, KH and Ian Smith, apiary 
manager for JG Graves Woodland Discovery Centre apiary, identified 
that  

• The offer of the site included storage for an apiary only (in a shed 
to be constructed out of reclaimed materials). 

• It is not a suitable site for a SBKA apiary. It is too high, too 
exposed and any honey would likely be heather. 

 
Stewarding at Great Yorkshire Show, 11-14 July 2023 
 
SR reported 3 volunteers have been accepted. 
 
AOB 

a. A venue cancellation fee of £100 was agreed for the Church of the 
Nazarene, Heeley because our booking there for the Beginners’ 
course has been cancelled. 

b. KH requested approval for a purchase for the library. The library 
has a budget; she will check with Andrzej Kurpiel. 

c. The frequency of committee meetings was discussed and 
confirmed as monthly for the next quarter at least. 

d. There was an inconclusive discussion about a possible 
ambassador for SBKA. 

 
DONM 
Wednesday 5 April 2023 at 7.30pm. All Saints Halls, Ringinglow Road, 
S11 7PP 
 


